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Arts Center of Yates County 

The Arts Center's Annual Dinner  

to be held October 12, 2015 

Featuring a Silent Auction and “Wine Pull” 

(What’s that?  Read on.) 

The Arts Center of Yates County's Annual Dinner will be held Monday, October 12, 
2015, at Keuka College's Dahlstrom dining room. Singer/guitarist Bob Walpole of the 
folk/rock duo 'Bob and Dee' and fellow musician Rick McLay will perform dur-
ing cocktail hour beginning at 5:30 pm. Appetizers, salad, a hot dinner buffet 
and dessert will be served.  

Our special guest will be talented and well 
respected artist George VanHook, who 
will do a unique presentation of his tech-
nique.   (One talent he showed in his 
workshop was holding a dozen brushes at 
once, photo right...and you see Caryl Flick-
inger mastering that below.) 

The Arts Center's Artist of the Year and 
Volunteer of the Year will be honored at 
the dinner. Also featured that evening are 
a Silent Auction and popular “Wine Pull.” (A 
"wine pull" is an opportunity to purchase a 
"mystery" bottle of wine that ranges in value 
from $20-60. A limited number of tickets will 
be available at $20 apiece; you will get a 
number, which will correspond to the 
wrapped bottle on the rack. That's your bot-
tle! Everyone's a winner!)  

 All proceeds will benefit Arts Center pro-
grams. Just in time for for holiday gift-giving 
or your own enjoyment, a sampling of Silent Auction items already donated include 
an original collage painting by artist Elizabeth St. Hilaire, a four-course dinner with 

informational wine parings to be served in a 
Board member's lovely lake home, and a Sunny 
Point weekend for two. So come prepared to get 
in on the fun! Everyone is welcome to attend, 
whether already members or not - invite friends to 
join you. Check our website and Facebook page 
for more details. 

 

Thanks! 
 
Business Members: 
Willie Bilancio– Opera House 
Antiques 
Birkett Mills 
Century 21 ,Mark Malcolm 
Church Creative Flooring 
D J Builders & Remodelers 
Eire by Bev Faulkner 
Finger Lakes Bed and Break-
fast 
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber 
La Belle Vie B&B 
Longs’ Cards & Books 
Marbles Automotive 
Morgan’s Grocery 
Nothnagle Realtors 
Paul Knapp Water Systems 
Priem Financial Group 
Maureen Reigelsperger 
Rooster Hill Vineyards 
Thomas Scott Woodwork 
Sommerville Pottery 

 
Capital Campaign  
Donors: 
Basin Park Marina, LLC 
Finger Lakes Realty 
Fire Works Foundry 
Valery G. Gardner, Attorney at 
law 
Hough Constructions 
Los Gatos B&B 
Merritt Hill Manor B&B 
Morgan Marine 
Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating 
PixelPreserve, LLC 
Seneca Foods Foundation 
Seneca Shore Wine Cellars 
Steamboat Castle B&B 
Tudor Hall B&B 
Wine Trail Properties 
 

Double thanks to  
businesses  
which are BOTH  
Business Members 
and Capital Campaign 
Donors: 
Finton’s Landing B&B  
Hunt Country Vineyards  
Douglas B. Miles Agency, Inc. 
Stork Insurance 
Water Street Pharmacy 
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YCAC Board Members: 
 

Class of 2015 
Daniel Crozet 

Howard LeVant 
Karen Morris 
Karen Payne 

Kent Salisbury 
 

Class of 2016 
Dick Barney 

Caryl Flickinger 
Dion Johnson 

Cindy Kowalski 
Anita Maroscher 

Dick Murphy 
Kim Paddock 
Sandra Young 

 
Class of 2017 

Dexter Benedict 
Joyce Herbert 
Sandy Murrin 

Kristin Packard 
Susan Peck 

 
Officers 

Dick Murphy Pres. 
Sandra Young VP 

Anita Maroscher Treas. 
Joyce Herbert Sec. 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Bonnie Barney 

 
Executive Director 

Kris Pearson 
 
 

YCAC‘s programs are  
supported in part with 
public funds from the  

New York State Council 
on the Arts. 

 
The mission of YCAC is 
to enrich the quality of 

life of Finger Lakes  
residents, artists, and 
visitors by providing  

opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 
To this end, we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art programs and  
projects; coordinate, 

schedule, and publicize 
events; develop & main-
tain physical facilities. 

 

From the Executive Director Kris Pearson: 

"When fall comes to New England 
The sun slants in so fine 
And the air's so clear 
You can almost hear 
The grapes grow on the vine."   
from When Fall Comes to New England by Cheryl Wheeler 

Fall has always been a favorite time of year.  Here in the north-
east we're treated to an amazing palette of color (including the 
maple leaves Boston singer/songwriter Cheryl Wheeler de-
scribes as "Irish Setter red" in her much beloved song), pleasantly cool nights, warm 
and sunny days.  There are times when it's possible to smell the grapes ripening all 
around.  Apples are crisp, cider is smooth and the fields run the gamut from white with 
grain to purple with cabbage.  Small wonder artists in many mediums find inspiration in 
this place at this time. 

At the Arts Center we take delight in celebrating the harvest of such inspiration.  It's re-
flected in so many of the paintings, photographs and collages on the wall, in the colors 
of our pottery, the design of our jewelry and more.  As our farmers and vintners collect 
the fruits of their labor, we're proud to exhibit the work produced by our member artists 
throughout the year.   

It's a great time to be exploring this region.  We hope you'll take advantage of all that it 

has to offer and that you'll come and celebrate the harvest of talent you'll find at the Arts 

Center this fall! 

From Dick Murphy, ACYC President: 
 
One of my favorite sayings is, “There’s always something exciting at the Arts Center”!  It’s 
a great place to visit, a great place to shop, a great place to learn.  The constantly chang-
ing art displays exhibiting fine art of all mediums, the ability to purchase them, and the re-
source to learn to create make this a special place for everyone.  
 
Fall is a great time to visit the Finger Lakes and the Arts Center. We have 2 great openings 
scheduled for September and October.  For September the work of the Penn Yan Art Guild 
will be displayed. In October we are pleased to exhibit “ Plein Air Harvest” by George Van 
Hook. George is also the guest speaker for this year’s  Annual Dinner Meeting.  
 
Martha Knox will be the next Artist In Residence At 
Sunny Point, and last year’s Annual Dinner guest 
speaker, G.C. Meyer will be conducting his very 
first class for the Arts Center!  
 
Finally, the Annual Dinner will be held on October 
12 (mark your calendars).  
 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you, again, 
for your continuous support and for your active par-
ticipation.  

 
 

 



PAGE 3 PERSPECTIVES 

Penn Yan Art Guild Offers Day Trip Open to the Public 
 

Munson-Williams-Proctor Art Institute in Utica 
Monet to Matisse: The Age of French Impressionism – Docent led tour of 
more than 60 paintings and pastel drawings from the renowned collection of 
the Dixon Gallery & Gardens in Memphis, TN. 
Leaders of French Impressionism represented in this exhibition include: Mo-
net, Degas,  Morisot, Renoir, Toulouse-Lautrec, Pissarro, and Sisley, as 
well as American artist Mary Cassatt. Major paintings by Post-mpressionists 
Henre Matisse, Cezanne, Gauguin, Chagall, & Braque are included. 
 
DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 
-depart 9:00 am from Penn Yan Little League Field 
COST: $55 (includes transportation on K-Ventures bus and docent tour 
fees). Lunch will be at Symeon’s in Utica prior to the tour and is the responsibility of each participant. 
To Register: Fill out form below and send along with check made out to PYAG for total amount to Sally 
Thomas, 3598 Sid White Road, Keuka Park 14478. 
 
Please write the number of reservations for trip. 
____ x $55 = $_______ Impressionist Exhibition in Utica Day Trip on September 16, 2015 
Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: _______________________E-Mail_______________________________________ 
Please register early to assure your seat on the bus. Space is limited. For more info contact Fran Bliek 
at 607-227-2475   

“Expressions” Opens Friday, September 11, 5-7 PM 

The Penn Yan Art Guild will present its Annual Art Exhibit form Sept 11 to 
Oct 10 at the the Arts center of Yates County.  The title of this show is 

"Expressions".  Members will offer artwork in a 
variety of styles using paint and dry media. A 
number of members have continued their week-
ly plein air sessions with visits to Seneca 
Farms, Borglum Iris Garden and Keuka Yacht Club, just to name a few.  Ex-

pect to see renditions of many familiar 
sights and scenes created by this talented 
group of local artists. 

The opening reception will be Friday Sept 
11 from 5 to 7pm with wine donated by 
Prejean Winery. 

L-R: Barbara Doyle, Phiddy Webb, Helga Poreda 



PAGE 4 PERSPECTIVES 

“People’s Choice” Awarded from ACYC Juried Show 

 
With 208 votes cast by visitors to the juried show in July, top five Popular vote getters are: 

1. "Tribal Chief, Omo Valley, Ethiopia (Photography) by Nancy Williams  (17 votes) 

2. "Sleeping Beauty" (Painting) by Krista Schiesser  (12 votes) 

3. "A Glimpse of Peek-A-Boo Trail (Photography) by James Burlitch (12 votes) 

4. "Corners" (Painting) by Phiddy Webb (11 votes) 
5. "Born Free" (Painting) by Virginia Braun  (10 votes) 
 

Nancy Williams has received a $100 gift certificate from Museum Photographics in Rochester, whom we 
thank for their donation. 

“Plein Air Harvest” Exhibit opening at the  Flick Gallery of the Arts Center 
Friday, October  16, 5:00 – 7:00 PM with  wine tasting and music. 

 

Two featured artists, Chip Stevens and George Van Hook will exhibit Plein Air paintings from the area.    
 

George Van Hook was born and raised in Abington, Pennsylvania, a northern suburb of 
Philadelphia.  He began painting very early and was able to participate in the vibrant 
artistic culture of the region.  The family owned a farm in Bucks County, home of the 
Pennsylvania impressionists, and he became heavily influenced by their fine academic 
training coupled with a love of the prosaic landscape.  Another early local influence was 
the “Brandywine Tradition”, the illustrative work of Howard Pyle and the generations of 
Wyeths.  This was further enhanced by a close association with coastal Maine.  George 
has spent many summers painting in the mid-coast area of Rockland and Rockport Har-
bor, and on North Haven Island where his wife’s family owned property adjacent to the 
famous Boston artist Frank Benson. 

George Van Hook’s work has been shown for over 35 years in galleries in the 
United States, Europe, and Japan. He won First Place in the 2013 Finger Lakes 
Plein Air Competition and Festival in Canandaigua. George Van Hook conduct-
ed a 2-day workshop while in Penn Yan in June. 
 
A native of Rochester, New York, Roland "Chip" Stevens resides in Pultneyville, New York, with his wife 

Georgia, who is his enthusiastic supporter. Over the last 10 years he has 
been accepted in numerous juried, national, state, and regional exhibi-
tions. "As an architect, having been trained to explore the multiple possi-
bilities of every design, I have found it equally exciting and rewarding to 
apply that training towards watercolor painting. I search for natural sub-
ject matter that presents an interesting challenge, frequently changing the 
focal point of interest by how I apply color.” Chip  usually sketches direct-
ly and applies some under glazes to set up a theme and depending on 
how quickly it dries, will proceed, allowing numerous options to remain 
open for shifting the focal point.  The challenge and excitement is in not 
recording all the fact but in trying to capture a likeness while experiencing 

unique and unpredictable outcome. 
 
 
You are invited to come to the Flick Gallery and enjoy the work of these gifted artists, along with that of the 
ACYC member artists. The show at the Arts Center on Main Street in Penn Yan is open to all and wheel-
chair accessible. It will rum from October 16 until November 23, 2015. Opening reception with the Artists 
on Friday, October 16, 5 to 7pm. Wine donated by Hunt Country Vineyards.  



 Exhibits Planning Calendar  
for ACYC Artists in 2015: 

 
Penn Yan Art Guild Annual Exhibit– (Exhibitors must be members of the Guild) Drop off art Tues. 

Sept. 8; Opens Fri. Sept. 12, 5-7 
Plein Air Harvest– with George VanHook  (Exhibit open to all artists who have been juried into the 

Arts Center) Drop off art  Mon. Oct. 12; Opens Oct. 16, 5-7 
Celebration 2015–   (Exhibit open to ACYC artists and special invited “Celebration” crafters.)  

Drop off art Mon. Nov. 23; Opens Sun. Nov. 29, 1-3.   
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Halloween Spooktacular 
Final concert of 2015: at Ravines Wine Cellars tasting room, 400 Barracks Road, Geneva, in a huge 
barn with fabulous acoustics.  Saturday, October 31, 7:30 PM.  Sometimes scary music for a happily 
haunted evening with musicians from the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra. 
Tickets are on sale for $25, students free; visit the website, www.FingerLakes-Music.org .   
The FLCMF is made possible, in part, with public funds from NYSCA’s Decentralization Program, ad-
ministered locally by Finger Lakes Community Arts Grants (FLCAG).  
 

Arts Center Welcomes Artist in Residence 
 

 The Arts Center of Yates County is pleased to wel-
come block print maker Martha Knox of Philadelphia as our 
fall artist in residence.  Knox is a fine art printmaker.  She 
earned her MFA from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts in 2006 and has exhibited widely at art centers, galleries, 
and museums. Her art blog, Words On Woodcuts, now at-
tracts over 3,000 unique views every month. In June she 
launched Words On Woodcuts Press, which publishes finely 
crafted gift and picture books that feature her woodcut prints.   

Artists in residence spend ten days focusing on their work at 
the Arts Center's Sunny Point location.  The Arts Center 
awards two residencies a year on a competitive basis.  This 
year's committee reviewed applications from 20 artists from 
eight states and three countries.   

We look forward to hosting Martha and hope she finds her 
time at Sunny Point productive and inspiring! 
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Summer Workshop Success 

Participation in the Arts Center's summer workshops reached an all-time high this summer as children 
and adults alike took advantage of opportunities to try a variety of artistic mediums taught by some top 
regional and national art instructors. 

Plein Air painters from Rochester to Syracuse enjoyed classes with George van Hook of Greenville, 
NY and Dick Kate of Rochester.  Wendy Harris of Syracuse encouraged artists to explore the vibrancy 
of working with pastels.  Participants in Elizabeth St. Hilaire's Painting with Paper class traveled from 
as far as Texas and Michigan to work with the internationally recognized Florida artist.  (Elizabeth, an 
enthusiastic tri-athlete, participated in the Keuka Comfort Care Home's Krossin' Keuka fundraiser be-
fore leaving the area, raising more than $1,000 in pledges in support of that effort.)  Canadian sculptor 
Sandy Cline taught residents of Rochester and Florida how to carve soapstone loons and bears.   

Thanks to a generous grant from the Nord Family Foundation, the Arts Center was able to offer work-
shops for children every Tuesday and Thursday morning throughout July and August.  More than 175 
children participated in workshops ranging from puppetry to photography, origami to fish printing, 
painting to kite-making.  In addition to the regular programming, the Arts Center also worked with Sen-
eca Lake Camps and Penn Yan Elementary School to offer special creative workshop opportunities to 
youth in those programs. 

In all, 27 classes (120+ hours of instruction) were held at the Arts Center this summer, with more than 

225 participants.   



Business After Hours 

The Arts Center is pleased to be hosting the Yates Chamber of Commerce's Business After 
Hours celebration on Wednesday, September 9th from 5 to 7 pm.  Business After Hours is a 
monthly gathering of area business owners and employees that offers opportunities for network-
ing and learning more about businesses in the region. 

The September event, which is co-sponsored by Community Bank and Lyons National Bank, will 
serve as the kick-off for this year's United Way campaign.  Food and wine will be served.  Admis-
sion is free and all are welcome.  Come support the Arts Center and find out more about busi-
ness in Yates County! 

“Palm of the Hand” Writers  
Mondays August 31 (to get the jump on Labor 

Day) & October 5, 4:00-5:30 PM 
 

 
 The first  Monday of every month, 4-5:30 PM, “Palm-of-
the-Hand” memoir writers meet, in the Board Room of the Arts 
Center.   The concept of “Palm of the Hand” is to write about a 
single anecdote of your life expressed in no more than one 
page.  If you’ve wanted to put down memoirs of your life, but 
didn’t know how to begin, this is a great format to start.  We 
each read and offer feedback if requested.  (And we each kick 
in $1 to ACYC.)    
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Annie Smith’s Legacy: Art Therapy & Yoga 
for Women Cancer Survivors 

During July and August, women cancer patients and survi-
vors participated in Sunday art therapy and yoga classes at 
Sunny Point.  ACYC’s benefactor, Annie Smith, herself a 
cancer survivor for many years, always found Keuka Lake 
renewed her spirit, and she wished others to have the same 
opportunity on their journey of survival. 

Thanks to a generous 
grant from the Yates 
Endowment of the 
Rochester Area Community Foundation, the Arts Center was able to 
offer this at no charge to the cancer patients and survivors.  Each 
Sunday from 10:30 to 2:30  the women were offered a healing pro-
gram of low-impact yoga and art therapy designed to strengthen the 
body, mind and spirit, under the direction of Sherri Borglum LCAT.   

If you are interested in future opportunities such as this, please call 
the gallery, 315-536-8226. 



Volunteer Spotlight:  Nancy Peek 
 
  Nancy writes:  
      After my husband and I retired to the Penn Yan area,    I 
looked for activities in the community and found that the Arts 
Center of Yates County needed docents.  So, nine years ago, I 
volunteered and have been enjoying the Arts Center ever 
since.    
  
    Working at the gallery has allowed me the opportunity to 
meet some very creative people who produce lovely artwork, 
ceramics, jewelry, books, woodwork, photography, cards, and 
so on.  For me, it's like going to a museum for free. Greeting the 
many browsers and helping them find the perfect gift or person-
al piece has also been so much fun.  Working with everyone 
else who supports the Arts Center has been the must rewarding 
experience of all. 
  
    In addition to my time spent at the Arts Center, I hike with a couple of groups associated with the Finger 
Lakes trails and Lakeside Country Club.  You can also find me on the lake in my kayak or some seasonal 
road in the surrounding area taking pictures.  Best of all, some of our family live in the area, so we're 
blessed to spend quality time with them.     
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Community Art Grants Now Available 

Thanks to the many community residents, friends and members who donated an incredible variety of 
art and treasures for this year's annual Attic Art Sale as well as the dedicated volunteers who priced, 
arranged and "rode herd" on the sale itself!   

This amazing effort paid off by raising more than $1,325 over two days.  The funds will be distributed 
as grants to community organizations for art related projects.  Any 
community group can apply for an arts grant, so please encourage 
participation.  The grant application is available at the Arts Center or 
by emailing artscenter@ycac.org and completed applications are 
due October 13. 

In the past community arts grants have been used to purchase art 
supplies for specific projects or programs, in support of field trips to 
exhibits, performances or museums, or for program costs.  A volun-
teer committee assesses the applications and makes the awards, 
which usually range from $150 - $250 each. 

One of last year’s grants supported the school project which brought 
in a visiting artist and made amazing packing tape sculptures which 
graced the middle school entrance.  (See photo) 

Anyone with questions about the program should call Kris at 315-536

-8226, or drop in the the gallery to pick up an application. 

. 
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Pottery Studio Takes Shape in Sunny Point’s Boathouse 
 
A couple weeks ago, Faith and Dexter Benedict along with Suzie and Di Johnson picked up (an under-
statement!) and moved two manual potter's wheels from their entrenched Keuka College basement lair 
to the boathouse studio At Sunny Point. Faith had facilitated the donation of these by Keuka College. 
 
Each weighs an estimated 400+ lbs. Suzie suggested they simply tow them up the basement steps 
with the pickup truck. So they strapped them to the trailer hitch ball and yanked them up on metal 
skids over the seven concrete steps.  It worked! Yea Senior Power!!  They also moved the electric 
wheel that had been in the studio barn over to the boathouse.   
 
Later, Di bought two used heavy duty 8' banquet/work tables from his church.  These are in very good 
condition but are the heavy kind that nobody wants to move around anymore.  They have heavy metal 
under-frames, beefy folding legs and nice formica tops.  Ta da!  He delivered them to the boat house 
studio for great work tables. 
 
 Now we have a real pottery studio with natural light!! 
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Co -
Presidents: Sandy Cook (315-694-7338) and Daryl Davis (914-356-6247) 

What is the Penn Yan Art Guild? 
And Which Came First, PYAG or ACYC? 

 

Organized in 1962, the Penn Yan Art Guild was a gathering of artists with the desire to promote The Arts in 
our community, and to improve their own skills through mentoring, bringing in expert instruction, and encour-
aging each other.  Among their early activities were art shows on snow fence at the Sidewalk Sales Days, or 
in the Oliver House, or other public places.  For years they hung rotating shows in Penn Yan  Public Library,  
The Homestead, Clinton Crest.  They sponsored well-known artists to come and teach in Penn Yan.   

Always there was the vision of a permanent location for exhibits and classes.  Hence members became the 
founding force behind The Arts Center of Yates County, forty years ago.  Reaching for support beyond the 
artist community, the Arts Center involved anyone interest in seeing The Arts thrive.  And so today’s ACYC, a 
model organization envied by many other aspiring groups in western New York, owes its birth and continuing 
support to the Penn Yan Art Guild...with membership from well beyond Penn Yan. 

The Art Guild holds monthly meetings to provide opportunities to learn new techniques and/or enhance your 
artistic creativity. They also provide a chance to network with fellow artists and plan activities.  Meetings, usu-
ally held at the Arts Center on third Wednesdays, scheduled for 2015: 

Sept. 16:  Public Field Trip to Utica (See page 3) 
Oct. 21:  Matting/Framing Margo McTaggart 
Nov.—Mar.: Open studio painting the first and third Mondays at the Rosenfeld Workshop, upstairs over the gallery. 
 
Art Guild members enjoy gathering for plein air painting.  The 2015 plans include: 
Sept. 14 Sunflower Field, Route 364 
Sept. 28 Ravine's Wine Cellars, 14630 Rt. 54, Hammondsport 
 

Follow this schedule on our website: www.PY-ArtGuild.org  
 

Members, keep painting: the Art Guild annual gallery show will be hung Tuesday, Sept. 8, with 
an opening Friday, Sept. 12, 5-7PM.  It will continue until Columbus Day.   
 

All artists are welcome to join our activities.   Monthly meetings are held April-October.  PYAG exists to encourage 
all artistic endeavors.  Dues are Active Member $20 ,  Associate Member  (not displaying art) $15.  Send dues to 
Sally Thomas, 3598 Sid White Rd.,  Keuka Park, 14478 .  
    

 

August Day Trip Enjoyed by Artists and Friends 

This group attended the PYAG Day Trip to the Everson Museum in Syracuse, NY.   After a wonderful lunch at 
Phoebe's Restaurant, they toured the Everson Museum's 
current 3 room exhibition of Susan Roth's work. Her paint-
ings were amazing in their use of color, texture, line, materi-
als, and scale. The group was led by two docents from the 
Everson who were very knowledgeable about Susan's work 
and also the Everson's world renowned ceramics collection. 
Pictured in front of one of Susan Roth's paintings are: Daryl 
Davis, Betty Schaeffer, Susan Seller, Sandy Cook, Fran 
Bliek, Helga Poreda, and Bev Levy.  The next day trip (see 
page 3) will be Sept. 16 to Utica. 



New Techniques in Painting w/ GC Myers  
Thurs, Sept 17 & Fri Sept 18, 9:30 am – 4 pm,  
     Award winning artist GC Myers shares some of the 
unusual techniques for using acrylics he has devel-
oped in creating his highly unique and recognizable 
style.     
$250 members, $300 not-yet-members 

 
Painting  Essentials with Barb Doyle 
Wednesdays, September 23 - October 14 
Wednesdays October 28 - November 18 
10:00 am –1:00 pm at the Arts Center 
     Each session will focus on specific subjects such 
as painting water, trees, sky, etc.  Build your painting 
skills through better use of composition and design.  
Explore unity, balance, movement, proportion and col-
or in the medium of your choice.   
     The series will be composed of Instruction and cri-
tique with peer evaluation. 
     Bring your own materials and photos for landscape 
reference, sketch pad and pencils. 
$96 members, $120 not-yet-members. 

Workshop Registration Information 

and Refund Policy 
· Full class fee is required at registration. Absolutely NO 
partial class fees. One may make up missed class if 
available.  · Class size is limited; please register early to 
avoid closed classes.   Classes with inadequate enroll-
ment are cancelled 1 week before the first class meet-
ing so please register  early. All fees refunded when 
ACYC cancels a class.  Refunds of class fees, less $10 
administrative fee, are made for withdrawals prior to 2 
business days before to first class or 2 weeks prior to 
full week workshop.    
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Arts Center Fall Classes and Workshops 
Rosenfeld  Workshop Space above the Flick Gallery, 127 Main Street, Penn Yan 
Annie Smith Studio at Sunny Point , 868 W. Lake Rd., Dundee (on Keuka Lake) 

Milly’s Pantry Kitchen, Upstairs at 19 Main Street, Penn Yan 

Anthony Road Winery's 25th Anniversary  Plein Air Painting Exhibit 
 
For three Sundays in August, regional painters gathered at Anthony Road  Win-
ery for a “paint out”, plein air painting, at the winery’s invitation and organized by 
Fran Bliek and the Penn Yan Art Guild.   These paintings will comprise a show at 
the winery as follows: 
 
August Plein Air Artists:  On September 8 – 12: Drop off one to two framed 
paintings from the Sunday Plein Air Painting Days at Anthony Rd. Winery. Paint-
ings should have wire and be ready to hang. Fill out registration paperwork. Have 
label on back of painting with your name, title of painting, medium, price. Pick up 
post cards to distribute to your friends & family. 
 
Artists Reception: September, 13 from 2-4 pm (open to the public) 
All painters who participated in the August Sundays Plein Air painting days at 

Anthony Road Winery are encouraged to attend. 
 
September 13-30: Paintings will be displayed & for sale in Anthony Road Winery's Gallery Room  

 
For more information contact:  
Fran Bliek fbliek@comcast.net or Elizabeth Castner, 315-536-2182, info@anthonyroadwine.com  

mailto:fbliek@comcast.net
mailto:info@anthonyroadwine.com
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Worth repeating: 

Toxic Art Materials  
What Every Artist Should Know 
By Nate Orman 

 

For casual hobbyists and professional artists 
alike, art supplies have become such famil-
iar materials that one rarely stops to seri-
ously consider their specific ingredients.  
Somehow we reconcile the uneasy suspicion 
that everything causes cancer with the 
memory of that kid eating crayons in kin-
dergarten.  In reality, art materials should be approached with informed caution.  
 
Toxic substances such as cadmium, lead, chromium and cobalt provide the most vibrant colors, but repeated 
exposure can cause serious harm.  Painters, printmakers and ceramicists regularly use solvents and glazes 
that are hazardous.  
 
We rely on the warning labels to guide us in which supplies we choose and how we use them, but those labels 
supply incomplete and potentially misleading information.  According to Merle Spandorfer, artist and author of 
"Making Art Safely," "Just because a product is on the market does not mean that it is safe or that the label 
tells the while story."   
 
The current labeling system comes in three forms: "AP" (Approved Product), "CP" (Certified Product) and 
"Health Label," all of which signify that the product is properly labeled according to the legal requirements — 
not that it is safe. There are several keywords to look for:  

 WARNING signifies that the substance is toxic with short-term effects  

 CAUTION means that it's toxic and a chronic hazard 

 DANGER indicates that the material is highly toxic 

 POISON means that it is highly toxic if ingested. 
 
These terms are relatively straightforward, but another one, NONTOXIC, is less so than you'd expect.  The 
legal definition of "toxic" is determined by animal testing whereby evaluators give a single "dose" to each of a 
group of rats.  If fewer than half have died after two weeks, the product is labeled "nontoxic."  According to 
this system, as Dr. Michael McCann, former executive director of the Center for Safety in the Arts points out, 
even asbestos could be deemed nontoxic.  
 
Testers also overlook the effects of chronic exposure when they assume that individual artists will be working 
with smaller amounts of toxic substances than their industrial counterparts — which doesn't account for situa-
tions where artists work and live in a common space.  
 
Other expressions are similarly misleading:  
"Use with adequate ventilation" indicates that the product contains toxic material that becomes airborne dur-
ing use — but remains below acceptable danger levels if appropriate ventilation is used.  
 "Biodegradable" simply indicates that something breaks down into non-polluting substances, but the original 
product can still be toxic and unsafe.  
"Natural" describes the origin of the substance but makes no claims about its toxicity.  
 
Fortunately, artists can make informed choices. Manufacturers are required by law to furnish a detailed 
"Materials Safety Data Sheet" if you simply write or call them at the address and telephone number provided 
on the product in question. 

mailto:feedback@artsandmedia.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIf5o-u5sccCFYWMDQodGkIN2Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclicktoinfo.com%2Fproduct_detail.php%3F%26id%3D1714%26cat_id%3D%26sct%3D%26page%3D4&ei=iobSVYeMB4WZNpqEtcgN&bvm=b


 Like us on .   

We are grateful that 

Memberships Support The Arts Center 

These members joined or renewed between June15 and August 15, 2015.  Thank you! 
 

MEMBERS RECEIVE GALLERY AND WORKSHOP DISCOUNTS!  JUST ASK. 
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Cathy Johnson 
Kari Lewis 
Cynthia Mattoon 
Dave and Nancy Middleton 
Bill Mowson 
Betty and Bob Peer 
Sue Ptacek 
Dale and Paul Richards 
Kathy Swartele 

 
Senior $25-$34  
Mavin Ambrose 
Patricia Barden 
Barbara Burke 
Barbara and Sam Caldwell 
Betty Castner 
Jim and Ruth Covell 
Joanna Errico 
Peter & Kathy Gerbic 
Joel and Leslie Grover 
Dennis & Judy Hart 
Eric & Barbara Havill 
Michael J. & Kim Healy 
Mary Ann Hochman 
Frank Howe 
Robert O. & Donabeth Jensen 
Jane Kaszczynec 
John Kosboth 
Phyllis Maciag 
Harry McCue 
Walter and Judith McCullough 
Jo Moberly-Wall 

Benefactor $500+ 
Elsie, Sallie and Terry Jensen 
Mary & Mark Nielsen 

 
Patron $300-$499 
 

Business $100+ 
Mark and Deborah Malcolm 
 

Contributor $150-$299 
Bill Bailey 
Gary & Suzanne Fenner 
Pam Yunis 

 
Associate $50-$149 
Faith & Dexter Benedict 
Sheldon Berlyn & Diane Satterfield 
Patricia and Mick Bizzaro 
Jeffrey and Martha Johnstone 
Debra Koen 
Mark and Deborah Malcolm 
Owen and Pat Marjama 
Dave & Karen Payne 
Robert & Marilyn Scharf 
Donald S. Sottile 
Virginia & Tom Yost 
 

Individual / Family $35-$49 
Fran Bliek 
Bruce and Joan Bozman 
Karen Coulter 
Carolyn Sutherland Johnson and Family 

Bev Oben 
Martha Rouin 
Jacqueline Satterlee 
June C. Snyder 
Clarinda Straub 
Phyllis Straulka 
Sally Thomas 
Sheridan Vincent 
Sherry Ward 
Harriot & Ford Weiskittel 
Linda & Curt Wright 
 
Thank you to the many 
friends of the late Vera 
VanAtta, for the memorial  
contributions totaling $730.   
 
Another financial boon: 
thanks to artists who donat-
ed works, and folks who 
bought them, “Marvelous 
Minis” made $3408 toward 
Sunny Point improvements. 

 
Thank you all! 

 

Follow us on Twitter. 



Arts Center of Yates County 
127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 

 

 
Open  Mon.-Fri 10:00-4:00, Sat 9-1,            

315-536-8226 
  E-mail: ArtsCenter@YCAC.org 

Www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

 

VISIT THE ARTS CENTER WEB SITE 
 

www.Artscenteryatescounty.org  
  

or scan    

Something NEW: 
Book a birthday party 

At the Arts Center. 
Fun projects included! 

http://www.artscenteryatescounty.org/

